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RETAIL TRADING HOURS — EXTENSION 

Statement by Minister for Commerce 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Commerce) [12.12 pm]: It is with great pleasure that I 
inform the house that yesterday the Retail Trading Hours Amendment Bill 2009 passed the Legislative Council, 
allowing general retail shops across the metropolitan area the option of opening to 9.00 pm on weeknights. This 
follows the successful passage of bills to create special trading precincts in Midland and Armadale. I expect the 
new trading hour arrangements to be in place in time for the busy Christmas trading period. This is great news 
for Perth shoppers and retailers, giving them greater choice and flexibility about when they shop or trade.  

It has been a long and sometimes bumpy road to get to this point, but the government’s commitment to deliver 
moderate and incremental reform of Perth’s retail trading hours is starting to bear fruit. At the forefront of the 
government’s mind has been the need to keep pace with the changes in urban lifestyles and working hours in the 
metropolitan area in recent years. Western Australia has the highest participation rates and employment levels of 
any Australian state. Many families and individuals require extended shopping hours to provide them with the 
flexibility to shop around busy working and personal lives. Traditional shopping hours no longer meet the needs 
of the community.  

This change will also make life that little bit easier for those in our community who must deal with the pressure 
of juggling work and service to the community, such as carers, volunteers and people participating in sport and 
community activities. These people make Perth a better place to live and the government is here to help them.  

This is another success for this government. I would like to thank the opposition for supporting the government’s 
initiative and the former minister for his work in helping to create a more vibrant city. 

This government will continue to work on delivering reforms which provide choice and flexibility and which 
encourage competition, investment and growth in this state. I encourage all members and the community at large 
to embrace this great opportunity.  
 


